of loltssil^-JiEisis- chapter 




ly 



k 




-i^^^ong aft.=r this draft >ias completed ‘^uly", Tg g^^my fvdend Andy ¥iniar- 
czyk thoughti ully gave me a copy of the only recently printed. In the Eye of the StojTn : 

t hs . h issile C risis * 1‘Ixat important book is t.be memoir 
o^.^the ^UDaii ambassador uo the ^nited. '^'*ations at the tiEie of tha'ytrisis and for some 



thereaj-ter, \[a rlos lechuga^ He was Castro’s representative in neg^iations with 
ghn, henneay as each sought in his own. way to defuse the sita^on that coi^tinued and 

A 

bonti.rtu8d to be dangerous. 



There was no interest in the '^nited tates in publishing; any book not in. accord 
vith the official^iytholoa?-. It was printed and published in Australia in 1995 , by 



pcean Press. I^istribution elsewhere li/as 
for distributing books. The publisher se,ys of '\±s4- 



and had to be outside of the major systems 



Carlos Lechuga Hevia was Cuba’s ambassador to the United 
Nations at the time of the Missile Crisis and took an active part in 
some of the negotiation and statements in that world forum. 

After the crisis, he participated in the contacts Kennedy made 
with Fidel Castro — which many analysts consider were aimed at 
opening up channels for detente in U.S. relations with Cuba and 
which may have been one of the reasons for Kennedy’s 
assassination. ^ 

Lechuga has carried out many diplomatic missions and has 
represented Cuba in numerous international conferences and 
activities. 

He was Cuba’s last ambassador to the Organization of 
American States and also served as ambassador to Chile, Mexico 
and Portugal. 

Lechuga represented Cuba in several United Nations 
specialized agencies in Geneva in 1971-78 and 1984-89. He has 
^rved as Vice-Chairman of the Human Rights Commissions, 
Deputy Chairman of the First Commission of the General 
Asseinbly, President of the Disarmament Conference, elected 
President of the Negotiating Group on Radiological Weapons, 
member of the Consultative Board of Disarmament Studies 
(twice, under UN Secretaries-General Kurt Waldheim and Javier 
Perez de Cuellar), and member of the Group of Governmental 
Experts on Constitutional Disarmament Arrangements. 

In 1994, he was reelected a member of the Committee of the 
Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and was 
elected Vice-Chairman of the Committee. 

He was Coordinator of two UNCTADs of the Group of 77, 
in Manila and Geneva. ’ 
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such . member of C„bm 00^0.1 of 

iu cSroter SiTmTl™"' P“tKshed 

book Itmerano de ='««■ 

19.92 critics award in Cuba. 7 or a rarcej 



won the 



r*ex'jTnan% Os' 



Lechuga x^as also the victim of assassination ixrythologies invnted on the one 
3zti^me by anti-Castros in the ^nited Stett 4 tlie opposite estreme''^^^ ^ohn 

l/V\ ^ io 

(ifex^ York, Carroll & G-raf, 1 995 ) J ^espite the title,lfewmaii 

flakes no Osxxrald--GI4 connection oi an;r kind in six hundred and tx/enty-seTOn pages other 

a-ifiang thak 

I thaii xrith clxLldish fairy tales, I address the -“exiiaan mythmogy^in the m^nuscfipt i 
complove-laft^r completing thid one and other writing)^ tSitativley titled Tmvest ^ 

,aiid Qsxrald and the CIA, 



Kexman inches history at“the niversity^ of Ixaryland at College Park. He served for 
\ Arm 2 r intelligence. , 



This Ifewman nonsense begins xiith his subcha'ter ''The Duran' Lechuga aAffair" 
oj. ills cn..pter Tne dn»forth.y C'swald (pages 279—8. Other references to it are on pages 
joj and yoS 1 • i^D.l'via j^uran x-jas a Dexica^^^^loyed by the embassy. In Herman's 



'.confess , the GI4»s i-^in.co City station had the police arrest her again, ^bat her 

/ ^ 

again, and keep beating her unt*l she "confessed" to the af^^r with Osxjald she did not 
lisive and there xfas no reason evenifto suspect tlmt she iiad, Tbis'koi'ifession" that was 
'eaten ....Orrr ner xs the sole basxs of Lewrnan's saying that Cuba XrJas "implicated" in the 




/L 

'es 



vesion of tx-?o unhapps^ marriages'',.l'The [Huban] embassy nsed" Dur^^'s "sexual services" 



0 1 



l^sC'k. 






xaxxinate iuecnuga from his 'Wiie (page 279). Is Dexviaan acknoxiledges’jV b atli xi anted 
divorces and neither couHd get one (pages 27^281-2). They xjanted to get married 
cJio. coc.ld not. Kex-Jman says tliis “became relevant 'tvJo j^'ears later when the s^fe?y an 



fair betxfeen Osx-Jald and Duran surfaced. "(i^^82). 

But I'fex-jman does not say how that-^tory "surfaced" althought the CIA's 

aocunisnts he uses as Ms source material are clear on tiiat. O' 

A^ter the assassination the Clii -excico City station had the hexican police 

4rrest Durna), xMo had commited no 
V. -I 



rime, and beat her up to get a confession of having 
ha,d ancfiaxr x-Jith ^swald from her. There was no basis for any such belief c When she did 




ilz 4^ 
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JK assassinsticm'^al^Ten if both of these stories had been true, Be, man does not 
^iiow hoxf that could "implicate" Cuba in the ssassinatiog. It is all silly argument: 

...Dur^a’s ee sexual services liad already been used by the ^'uban govern- 
[ yn Lechuga;j^exuar ssErsxEss'Zintrapment was then [sic] a commonly 
|mployed and liighly successful espionage tecl-mique. Thus, on the surface the 



w 



A' 

Kennedy assassination (page ' 511 ^ 



sTory implicates the Cas-^pg regime in the 
As soon as the she was out of the police hands Duran denied haveng had any 
jsind of an affair x^ith Oswald and she has steadfastely denied it ever since then. 

How much uastro -^It he had to take special steps to keep Lechuga in camp^ is 
re(|jnected by his selecting Lechuga, of all the Cubans in his ^vernment or available , to 

TATllQ'f* 



raa, .0 be lixs amoassa%r to the Urdted whwFhi Imew thS^ w^Suld be wh^t“t^^ 






thn ^uba misoile crisis of -otober 1962. He didt^ Ioohueat«i&3 HB ambassador- 
i.tnout Duu’an to keep liirn in linej^. ^ continued to have complete faith in -I 



7 



i I ^ Vi 

lechuga and used him as his agent in Ids 19^3 negot negotiations with Kemiedy, who useg/ 
tj-s ambassador, Ciiiiam htteood, in thos negotiations Htwood initiated^ia 

Wi ti-rcut-aiTy " D'ui an . ^ 

Lechuga 's account of those negotiations is in his tenth and ^last chapter, 

'|The uhknoxm" (pages 195 ff). 

Heefeifea Lechuga recounts xfliav xfas xcell knoxv’n and xddely reported, that 
tfennedy also use the Frencl^^^^I^^reporter Jean Daniel as an informal 
xp-sorument when he knexj Daniel was to see C^astro. There is no need here to recount all 
o.L vuat or to list all the names of those Kennedy had involved in his negotiations 

Wdthtastro tlmt Kemiedy initiated. Here we h® use only lechuga* s chapter's conclusion^ 
(pages 2040-11 ): 




